O NE of the chief problems facing any tax levying body such as a county, city, or irrigation district is the equitable distribution of the costs of operating that public agency through those whom they serve-the public. The costs of operating the usual irrigation districts in the West are generally met by two means: first, the sale of water by measuring it out to the consumer and charging a certain amount per acre-foot; and second, by levying a land tax on all lands within the irrigation district. In California, irrigation districts are governed by State laws concerning their organization. A land tax is the common method used to raise money for the operation and maintenance of the district. The land tax is assessed against the property on the basis of its productive value whether it is irrigated or not. Then the problem for the irrigation district assessor and the manager is to distribute the costs in an equitable manner on a land valuation basis.
One of California's irrigation districts recently started to use the soil survey data as a basis for its tax. After a study of conditions within the district, it was found that the location and climatic factors were fairly uniform and the board of directors decided to base the "land valuation system" on the productive capacity of the soils, lt was believed that rating the soils on their productive capacity provided a basis for land valuation for assessment purposes that would be equitable to all, and at the same time would be a relatively uncomplicated and inexpensive method.
A detailed soil survey had recently been completed in a county using aerial photographs as a field base map on a scale of approximately 4 inches equals 1 mile. With this base it was possible to work out satisfa of the soil pattern. The open legend was u field survey symbolizing such factors as s group 2 , soil series, texture, slope-group, an the numerator ot the symbol; and the erosion tent, and drainage in the denominator.
After completion of the field soil survey, a district soil map was compiled on a 2 inche mile scale. Each soil mapping unit (soil type) a new number on the compiled map on the natural land division grouping. For example alluvial soils having deep permeable profiles texture-(Aj land) were renumbered from 1 Natural land division A, Soil type etc.
Each soil mapping unit was posted on so sheets (Fig. 1) , with the listing of dominan istics such as soil profile-group, soil reaction parent material, slope, drainage, salt conte nutrient level, microrelief, and rating by me Storie-Index.
